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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. The specification is objected to because the applicant makes reference to a 
Continuation-in-part number in the first line of the specification, but the application 
number of the CIP has been omitted. Additionally, the Declaration fails to include the 
co-pending application number to receive benefit under U.S.C. 120. 

2. Claim 23 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 23 appears 
to recite the same limitations as claim 22. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 16, 32-34, 36-38, 41, and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 16 recites the limitation "special prices" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

As per claim 32, the limitation "the sources are rooms in hotel chains" is vague 
and indefinite. It is unclear to the Office what the applicant is attempting to set forth. 

Claims 32-34 and 36-38 recite the limitation n the sources" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim 41 recites the limitation "the times" in line 7. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 41 recites the limitation "the particular date" in line 7. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 42 recites the limitation "the date of the trip" in line 4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 42 recites the limitation "the non-legacy sources" in line 5. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 42 recites the limitation "the transportation" in line 6. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 42 recites the limitation "the date of the event" in line 6. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1-7, 9, 10, 14-19, 21, 24, 25, 29-33, 35-37, 39, and 41 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chen et al [U.S. Publication No. US 
2002/0152100]. 

As per claims 1 and 14, Chen et al discloses a method of providing at a 
processing station an indication of a minimal price for an event, including the steps of: 
providing prices for the event at the processing station from a plurality of sources 
including a global distribution system and non-global distribution sources, providing a 
display screen, and providing the prices from the global distribution system and the non- 
global distribution sources through the internet to the display screen for the display of 
the prices on the display screen (0032; 0043). 

As per claims 2, 15, 21, and 30, Chen et al further discloses wherein the prices 
from the global distribution system and the non-global distribution sources pass through 
an internet router after passing through the internet and before being introduced to the 
display screen (0028). 

As per claims 3 and 16, Chen et al further discloses wherein the event is an 
airline flight on a specified day from a first specified locality to a second specified locality 
(0059). 

As per claims 4 and 17, Chen et al further discloses wherein the sources include 
airlines within the global distribution system and airlines not within the global distribution 
system (0054). 

As per claim 5, Chen et al further discloses wherein the prices from the global 
distribution system and the non-global distribution sources pass through an internet 
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router after passing through the internet and before being introduced to the display 
screen (0028) and wherein the sources include airlines within the global distribution 
system and airlines not within the global distribution system (0054). 

As per claims 6 and 18, Chen et al further discloses wherein the prices are 
prices of hotel chains (0039). 

As per claims 7 and 19, Chen et al further discloses wherein the prices are 
prices of car rental companies (0039). 

As per claims 9, 10, 24, and 25, Chen et al further discloses wherein a printer at 
the processing station prints a ticket selected from the global distribution system and 
non-global distribution sources for the event (0032). 

As per claim 29, Chen et al discloses a method of providing at a processing 
station an indication of a minimal price for an event, including the steps of: providing 
requests from the processing station through the internet to the legacy servers and the 
non-legacy servers of prices for the event, providing prices and specifics of the event 
from the legacy servers and non-legacy servers through the internet to the processing 
stations, and displaying on a display screen at the processing station the prices and the 
specifics from the legacy servers and non-legacy servers for the event (0036; 0037). 

As per claims 31 , 35, 39, and 41 , Chen et al further discloses wherein the 
request from the processing station specified the event and the day of the event (0059) 
and wherein the specifics from the legacy servers and the non-legacy servers identify 
the event and specify the time of the event during the specified date and specify the 
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price for the event and wherein the display shows the specifics set forth by the legacy 
servers and the non-legacy servers to the display (0065; 0066). 

As per claims 32 and 36, Chen et al further discloses wherein the event is an 
occupancy of a room in a hotel on a particular date and the sources are rooms in hotel 
chains (0052; 0059). 

As per claims 33 and 37, Chen et al further discloses wherein the event is a * 
rental of a car on a particular date and the sources are car rental agencies (0052; 
0059). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 



the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
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the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 8, 11-13, 20, 22, 23, 26-28, 34, 38, 40, and 42 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chen et al [U.S. Publication No. US 
2002/0152100] in view of Acebo etal [U.S. Patent No. 6,023,679]. 

As per claims 8, 20, 34, and 38, Chen et al discloses all the limitations of claims 
1, 2, 14, 16-18, and 35. Chen et al does not disclose wherein the prices are prices of 
cruise line companies. However, Acebo et al discloses a reservation method that 
accesses the databases of cruise line companies to determine price (col 6, lines 34-4; 
col 10, lines 55-56). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify the method of Chen et al to include the features 
disclosed by Acebo et al since any reservation system that is capable of arranging flight 
reservations is also capable of making reservations for any type of travel related 
services. 

As per claims 11,12, and 26-28, Chen et al discloses all the limitations of claims 
1, 2, 6, 10, 14, 16-18, and 25. Chen et al does not disclose wherein an accounting 
application at the processing station provides an accounting of the ticket printed at the 
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processing station and selected from the global distribution system and the non-global 
distribution sources for the event. However, Acebo et al discloses a reservation method 
in which records are automatically generated associated with each reservation 
transaction (col 9, lines 17-28). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the method of Chen et al to include 
the features disclosed by Acebo et al. Acebo et al provides the motivation that the 
records are utilized to automatically keep track of customer profile changes, instead of 
manually adjusting the customer profile in a locally stored file without updating the 
records in the GDS system (col 2, linesl 1-29) 

As per claims 22 and 23, Chen et al further discloses wherein the prices from 
the legacy distribution system and the non-legacy distribution sources for the event 
pass through an internet router after passing through the internet and before passing to 
the display screen (0028). 

As per claims 13, 40, and 42, Chen et al further discloses wherein the event is 
an airplane trip and wherein the specifics requested by the processing station 
concerning the event include the date of the trip and the originating position and the 
destination (0059) and wherein the information provided by the non-legacy sources 
includes the airline providing the transportation, and the date of the event (0065; 0066), 
Chen et al does not disclose that the information provided from the reservation system 
includes the originating position, the destination, the time of departure from the starting 
position, the time of arrival at the destination and the price for the event. However, 
Acebo et al discloses a reservation method in which the reservation system provides 
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originating and destination cities, departure and arrival times, and price information (col 
9, lines 34-44, See Figure 3). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to method of Chen et al to include the features 
disclosed by Acebo et al so that a customer is provided with a copy of all the essential 
information for the customer to be able to complete the travel plan as booked in the 
GDS or non-GDS system. 

Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested that the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of 
the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shannon S. Saliard whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5587. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 
pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. ' 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Shannon S Saliard 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3639 
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